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(57)Abstract: |S 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enhance image quality 
by reducing shift of dot forming position. 
SOLUTION: After dots are formed in an ink jet printer 
during going stroke of main scan, sub-scan is performed ]• 
at a feed rate equal to one half of the nozzle pitch k to 
form dots of returning stroke thus printing a test pattern 
where both dots are arranged alternately in the sub- 
scan direction without being overlapped. When the dot 
forming timing of going and returning strokes is correct, 
a dot array is formed to extend in line in the sub-scan 
direction and small irregularities are formed when the 
dot forming timing is shifted. With such a test pattern, 
the dot forming timing can be adjusted easily with high- 
accuracy based on the linearity of dot array. When the 
dot pitch is too short to cause overlap of dots in the 
sub-scan direction, a test pattern where the dots do not 5 
touch each other is formed by using the nozzles while 
decimating. 
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